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crops they worked with in Hesrieo, and thoes they worked with in the United States 

y @ relative handfut. indicated they had had Prnie experience in the U.S. with the types 
evops raised in their region of Moxico. A few b: epee stated that they had learned 
egricultural ekille, sueh ag tr Sctcoemastud > in this country, but most of these 
is were of a type involving equipment comletely sen: the maans of the average 

i family, or even group of farm fordilies, in Mexico. 


esume to pass judgment on the question of whether or met Public Law 78 
d3 if so, for how longs yt if not, what should be done in its place. 
‘to anticipate the recomendations this subcommittee will pass on to its 
end to the House of Sepreeeteraree as a whole. I will gay, however, 


vy 


mittee rece vis the extension of Public Law 78, 1% should lay down 


PT 
jones at least the fo ollewing ehanges in present proceduress 
coming workerg should be thoroughly oriented as to their rights and oappore 
ag their obligations, Thia orientation should be oral, since it is 
tween a third and a half of all braceros cannot reade The orientation 
such subjects as health insurence, the climate and customs of the area to 
“ers are going, types of housing and sanitary facilities to be provided and 
ese facilities which is expected, what to do in ease of an emergenty, what 
2 & A grievance, ard so forthe (A arigginn prepared by the Puerto Rican 
the orientation ef contract laborers from Puerto Rico Lilustrates 


shoud be covered in the ease of the Mexican progran.) 


should be institeted whereby Mexican Nationale may learn the English 
methods appropriate to theiy situation in Mexico, and cther subjects 


: should be set um thre braceros might meet Americans in 


hy and at social cecaslons; “on nd; conversely, by which Americans 
the came where they are quartered. 


should be organized to enable braeceros to visit points of historic 
particular charm and beanty » dine a reasonable radius of their 
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vmnent in the United States. 


t that the Government of the United States need pay for these modifi- 
s pRograz © language of the International Agreement and Standard 
r example, be | ehange ed to require that employere provide educational 
workers. This provision Le already included as part of the agreement 
“alte workers fron Japan have been imported to California. Other responsi- 
personal contact with American citizens and tours to nearby Jendmarks, 
ivie and chisch organiza — 3s if persons more closely connected with 


ores. 
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i then to an understanding of what was at stake. 
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States h et y spoken, from his own experience, 
ineriean xelati ee par cha ated paeople=-ta-people 
bracero prograt be a tr 2 ersten Llective instrument vowar ag 
fo date it tas not been. I suggest to the members of thia mibcomnittee 
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that if they believe the brecero program is worth preserving at all, they should consider 
waye in which its preservation might contribute positively toward the solidarity of ovr 
hemisphere» 


I am grateful to have been given this oppertunity to present my vicws, 


May 26, 1958 
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RESPONSES OF 230 BRACEROS TO THE QUESTION, 
"WHA 


1T IS THE NAME OF THE DOCTOR THE MEN IN 
YOUR CAMP USUALLY GO TO WHEN TEEY ARE SICK?" 


Us 


Responses 


TOTAL 


Gave doctor's name! 


Don't know 


It was not practicable to 
attempt to distinguish between 
correct, and incorrect responses. 


Interviews with braceros, 
California and’ Baja California, 
1957-1958. 


“TABLE 2 


ESPONSES OF 226 BRACEROS TO THE QUESTION, 
"DOES THE DOCTOR WHO TAKES CARE 
OF THE MEN IN YOUR CAMP SPEAK SPANISH?* 


Responses 


Yes 


ay pes nite (a very 


No 


SOURCE: Interviews with braceros, Cali- 
fornia and Baja California, 
1957-1958. 
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RESPONSES OF 229 BRACEROS TO THE QUESTION, 
"UNDER YOUR HEALTH INSURANCE, ARE YOU ABLE 
TO GO TO ANY DOCTOR, OR ONLY TO CERTAIN DOCTORS?" 
Responges 
TOTAL 
Any doctor 
Only certain dectors 


Don’t know 


Article XIV of the master policy 

covering braceros in Celifornis reads, 
"Phe Insured Employees shall have the 
sole right to select their own physician, 
suxgeon and hogpi.teal and a physiciane 
petiont relationship shall be maintained." 


Interviews with brecerog, Celifernia and 
Baja California, [557-1958, 
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RESPONSES OF 249 BRACEROS TO THE QUESTION, 
"SINCE YOU HAVE BEEN A BRACERO, HAS ANYONE TALKED WITH 
YOU CONCERNING YOUR HERTTAINSuraNcE? IF SO, WHOM?" 


Responses 
TOTAL 
Employers’ representative 


Mexican consul 


Other braceros 


Other 
Don't remember 


No one 


SOURCE: Interviews with braceros, California ar 
Baja California, TSS 7=1568. 


Would you like to come back to the 
day @s & bratero again? 
Sceiearecines 


9% lenoer 3 pp 


like to come back to the United States 
Fas & tourist? 


Don’t krow 


1d you like to come back to the United States 
day ag an immigrant, with a visa? 


100.0 


63.0 


lmow 


Interviews with braceros, California and 
Baja California, 195 %=1558. 


RESPONSES OF 286 BRACEROS TO THE QUESTION, 
“HOW LONG DO YOU PLAN TO REMAIN 
IN THE UNITED STATES UNDER YOUR PRESENT CONTRACT?® 


ne ree en te er t 


asponres Numbee 


POET ei ee, 


TOTAL 286 


lese than 6 weeka 20 
6 waeks 26 
7 weeks - 5 months 13 
6 nonths 
7 © 17 months 
18 months 
Bon't know 
| 
| 
Under Article 26 of an agreement 
negotleted between the United States 


and Mexican GOvernmencs » not more 
than 10% of eny emp? loyer's t braceros 


eball be allowed to remain more than 
22 months. An absolute maximum of 


18 months is specified. 


SOURCE: interviews with braceros, California 
ant Baja California; ¥ 55 7-19584 


RESPONSES OF 27 BRACEROS TO THE QUESTION, 
MWHAT IS You POST Ol¥sraxpmne Mevony 
OF THE UNITED STATES?" 


LATE ADO AONE are RR atte tte Na 


pee heteeeetnteeeneieniniemensee 


fhe amount of work 


The work : 
(unqualified) 


The types of work 


Cities, freeways, 


BTC » 


living 


The people 

| Til treatment 
Nothing 
Other 


Bon*t knee 


i 
The standard of | 
| 
| 
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SOURCE: Interviews with bracaros, 
Galifornia and Baja California, 


RESPONSES OF 298 BRACEROS TO THE FOLLOWING QUESTION, 
RY NUMBER OF TRIPS To THS UNITED STATES 
"WHEN A PERSON HAS A DISLOCATED BONE, WHAT TYPE OF TREATNENT DO YOU FEEL IS GENERALLY BEST?" 
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Trios to the US. 


perce ete er eaten ene 


___rotat 
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79 02 


See a medica: 
doctor 14.0 


Over s 365 
Ton’t know 


H Siam 
1 Curandera, sovador, or commonedor « 


SOURCE? Interwiews with braceres, California and Baja California, 1957-1958. 


RESPONSES OF 277 BRACEROS TO THE FOLLOWING QUESTION, 
BY NUMBER OF INFORMANTS visits To THE UNITED STATES: 
"WHEN A PERSON HAS CATARRO (4 COLD), WHAT TYPE OF TREATMENT 
DO YOU PERE IS GENERATIY BEST?" 
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Suy remedies 
at a drug 
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24 Surendera or imyeccionista. 
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SOURCE: Interviews with braceros, California and Baja California, 1957-1958. 
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RESPONSES OF 33h BRACEROS TO THE FOLLOWING QUESTION, 
BY NUMBER OF INFOREANE'S Visivs To THE UNTTED STATES: 
"WHEN A PERSON HAS EMPACHOL, WHAT TYPE OF 
TREATMENT DO YOU FEET TS GENERALLY BEST?" 
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Responses| Number of Visits to the U.S. 
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A term widely Lied in Maextes to certain forms of indices 


Gurandera, in geeoion 168, or sovador. 
Yaterviews with br 3, California, Paje Calivernia, 1997~1958. 
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RESPONSES OF 307 BRACFROS TO THE FOLLOWING QUESTION, 
BY INFORMANT'S EXPERIENCE IN THE UNITED STATESs 
‘SUPPOSE A MAN WAS WALKING IN AN ORCHARD ONE DARK NIGHT AND SAW 
SOMETHING HE THOUGHT WAS A GHOST. ‘THE NEXT MORNING, WHEN HE WOKE 
UP, HE FELT WEAK, AND HAD LOST HIS APPETITE. WHAT 
DO YOU THINK MAY HAVE BEEN THE MATTER WITH THIS MAN?" 


Entering U.S. 
not for first 
time 


ead 


_| Nunber |g | 


178 1100.0 


77 43.3 


at 20.8 


Don't know 


| 
t 
| 
| 
i 


after complet= 
ing contract 


Neectmnes ee petsen. gnne See ren eres 
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NOTEs Sugto, bilis, and egpanto are folk illnesses believed to spring from fright. 


SOURS Interviews with breceros, California and Baja California, 1957-1958. 
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iSES OF 328 BRACEROS TO THE FOLLCWING QUESTION, 
: 2 IN THE UNTRED Shires: n My SOME PARTS OF MEXICO, 
PORK IS CONSTOERED A “HOT” FOOD, WHILE LETTUCE IS CONSTOERED A 
"COLD" FOOD. GHIGKEN Is OFTEN ey SIDPRED TEMPERATE = NETTHER 
HOT NOR COLD. IN THE PART OF MEXICO YOU COME FROM, ARE 
ONIONS GONSIDERED Hor, COLD, R TEMPERATE?® 
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Trins to the U.S, 
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